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Cambodia’s Progress towards Achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4

Hiroyuki Hattori, UNICEF Cambodia

7th National Conference on of
11 September 2025

ing the Education ig

From MDG to SDG

MDG SDG

Goal 8 17
Target 20 169
Indicator 60 251

From MDG 2 to SDG 4 - Education

MDG 2 SDG4
Goal 1 1
Target 1 10
Indicator 3 12 Global
+
32 Thematic

Sustainable Development Goals - SDGs

Sustainable Development Goal 4 — Quality Education

o By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free,
m | equitable and quality primary and secondary education
leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes

Overarching principle - Equity




SDG 4 Monitoring in Cambodia
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4.2 Early Childhood Education (one year before primary)
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Source: CSES 2021

4.2 ECE Participation Rate — Projection towards SDG 4

4.2 ECE Participation Rate — Regional Comparison

Participation rate one year before primary education

s FEE R ER YR

Figure 16: SDG 4 Indicator 4.2.2 — Adjusted net attendance rate, one year before the official primary entry age,
2023 or the latest year available
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4.1 School Completion — Primary Education

4.1 School Completion — Lower Secondary Education
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4.1 School Completion Rate — Projection towards SDG 4

4.1 School Completion — Upper Secondary Education

School Completion Rate
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4.1 Primary School Completion — Gender

4.1 School Completion Rate — Regional Comparison
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Figure 6: SDG 4 Indicator 4.1.4 — Completion rate, by country, for primary, lower secondary, and upper secondary

level, for 2022 or the latest year available
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Learning Outcomes — Reading / End of LS (15-year-old)
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Learning Outcomes — Mathematics / End of LS (15-year-old) ; Learning Outcomes — Science / End of LS (15-year-old)
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Learning Outcomes — Regional Comparison 4.3 Higher Education (Universities) Enrollment

end of primary education and at the end of lower secondary education, in reading, 2021 (lower secondary) and
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4.3 Higher Education — Disparity Analysis o 4.3 Higher Education — Regional Comparison

Equity
a

(Gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education, Richest vs Poorest, 2015-2021 Figure 20: SDG 4 Indicator 4.3.2 — Gross enrolment ratio for higher education, by country,

for 2010-2015 and 2016-2023 or the latest year available
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Key Takeaways

» While there has been steady progress in school participation and completion
overall, at the rate of the current progress Cambodia is unlikely to achieve key
SDG 4 targets, particularly at upper secondary level

» National level progress masks significant disparities and inequalities that exist

among different socioeconomic groups Th a n k yo u !

» Disadvantaged groups (e.g. rural, poor, ethnic minority and children with
disability) continue struggling to complete even basic education

» Despite some indication of positive trends in learning outcomes, the majority \—)\
of Cambodian students do not achieve minimum proficiency levels in reading
and mathematics

» Accelerating progress towards SDG 4 is critical - continued and more focused

interventions are required to directly address specific needs of disadvantaged
children
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