
Cambodia, a nation of over 17 million people,  is classified as a
lower-middle-income country. This classification highlights
Cambodia's development progress, while also pointing to
ongoing challenges in achieving broad-based prosperity and
well-being for its citizens. While Cambodia has made
significant strides in economic growth and poverty reduction in
recent decades, it still lags behind many other countries in the
region in terms of Human Development Indicators. Its Human
Development Index (HDI) ranking of 148  out of 193 countries
underscores the need for continued efforts to improve health,
education, and living standards.
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As a small, open economy, Cambodia is vulnerable to global
trade policy shifts. Export-oriented manufacturing accounts
for over 40% of economic growth and 19% of total wage
employment in the country. The United States (U.S.) is
Cambodia's largest export market, comprising 37.2% of
total goods exports and supporting 30.9% of formal
manufacturing jobs, while China is the main source of
Cambodia's foreign direct investment (FDI), accounting for
65.5% of total net FDI inflows. Faced with global and
domestic headwinds, Cambodia's real growth is projected
to decelerate to 4.0% in 2025 and 4.5% in 2026. Amid
softening external demand and high levels of uncertainty,
especially related to trade policy, exports and FDI in the
labor-intensive manufacturing export sector-particularly
within the GTF industries are expected to slow down.4

The Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) recognizes the
importance of education in driving national development
and has demonstrated a strong commitment to achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly
SDG4: Quality Education. The government's Pentagonal
Strategy-Phase I for Growth, Employment, Equity,
Efficiency, and Sustainability emphasizes the importance of

good governance and stakeholder engagement in achieving
national development goals. This strategy highlights the
RGC's commitment to inclusive and participatory
development. recognizing the importance of involving all
segments of society in the pursuit of progress.

The Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sport (MoEYS) plays a
central role in translating the government's commitment to
education into concrete policies and programs. The MoEYS
has been actively working to integrate SDG4 into national
education plans, with a particular focus on providing
equitable and inclusive education for all children, especially
those with disabilities. This focus on inclusivity reflects the
RGC's recognition that education is a fundamental human
right and that all children, regardless of their background or
circumstances, deserve the opportunity to learn and reach
their full potential.

Cambodia has made commendable progress in expanding
access to education. In the 2023-2024 school year, primary
education net admission rate reached an impressive
97.25%, demonstrating the success of efforts to ensure that
all children have access to basic education. Cambodia also
has a strong commitment to gender equality principles and
has established multiple regulatory frameworks to promote
social inclusion and protect women and marginalized
groups including the Inclusive Education (IE) Policy and the
development of the IE Action Plan 2024-2028, which aim to
further enhance educational opportunities for all learners.
particularly those with disabilities and other marginalized
groups, ensuring respect for the rights of person with
special needs entitled to an inclusive and equitable quality
education and lifelong learning.  These frameworks provide
a legal and policy foundation for ensuring that education is
accessible and equitable for all.
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In 2019, the launch of the Education 2030 Roadmap
marked a significant step towards aligning Cambodia's
education sector with the international agenda outlined in
the Incheon Declaration. 
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This roadmap, guided by the principle of "No One Left
Behind", aims to ensure that all Cambodian children and
youth have equal opportunities to access quality education.
It provides a comprehensive framework for achieving SDG4
targets and sets ambitious goals for improving learning
outcomes, promoting equity and inclusion, and
strengthening the education system.

Through its ongoing Education Strategic Plans, the MoEYS
is working tirelessly to fulfill the RGC's commitment to the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) and ensure that every child has the right to
education. This commitment is reflected in the MoEYS's
ongoing efforts to improve the quality of education, expand
access to early childhood education, strengthen teacher
training, and promote inclusive education practices.
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authorities, and other stakeholders to strengthen their
capacity to implement education policies effectively. This
could include training in leadership, management,
financial planning, and inclusive education practices. 

Enhance dissemination and communication: Improve
dissemination of policies and guidelines to ensure that
all stakeholders are aware of their roles and
responsibilities. This could include translating policies
into local languages, conducting awareness-raising
campaigns, and using various communication channels
to reach different audiences. 

Establish regular platforms for dialogue: Create regular
platforms for dialogue and joint action planning between
the government, CSOs, communities, and other
stakeholders. These platforms should provide a space
for open communication, sharing of information, and
collaborative problem-solving. 

Improve information sharing and transparency:
Improve information sharing and transparency to
facilitate effective collaboration and informed decision-
making. This could include establishing online platforms
for data sharing, conducting regular briefings for
stakeholders, and involving CSOs in data collection and
analysis. 

Support CSO participation: Support CSOs to play a
greater role in policy development, implementation, and
monitoring, recognizing their expertise and valuable
perspectives. This could include providing funding and
technical support to CSOs, involving them in policy
consultations, and creating opportunities for them to
share their knowledge and experience with
policymakers. 

3. Enhance Collaboration and Partnerships:

4. Promote Equity and Inclusion: 

Strengthen inclusive education: Strengthen
implementation of inclusive education policies and
provide adequate resources and support for learners
with disabilities, including assistive devices, specialized
teaching materials, and trained support staff. This
requires a comprehensive approach that addresses both
the physical and social barriers faced by learners with
disabilities. 

Promote gender equality: Promote gender equality in
education through targeted interventions, such as
scholarships for girls, gender-sensitive teaching
materials, and awareness-raising campaigns to address
gender stereotypes. This requires challenging
discriminatory attitudes and practices and creating a
supportive environment for girls to succeed in education. 

Address disparities in access: Address disparities in
access to quality education based on location, socio-
economic status, disability, and other factors, ensuring
that all learners have equal opportunities. This requires
targeted interventions to reach marginalized groups, 

such as providing scholarships, building schools in
underserved areas, and developing culturally
appropriate teaching materials. 

5.  Ensure School Safety and Security: 

Strengthen child protection: Strengthen child protection
policies and mechanisms to prevent and respond to all
forms of violence against children in schools, including
physical, sexual, and emotional abuse. This requires
developing clear policies and procedures, providing
training to teachers and staff, and establishing reporting
and referral mechanisms. 

Provide training and support: Provide training and
support to teachers, school staff, and students on child
protection policies and procedures, and conduct
awareness-raising campaigns to promote a culture of
safety and respect. This could include training in
identifying and responding to signs of abuse, providing
psychosocial support to victims, and creating a safe and
supportive school environment. 

Improve data collection: Improve data collection on
school safety and security to inform policy and
interventions, and establish clear and accessible
reporting and referral mechanisms to address cases of
violence promptly. This requires developing a system for
collecting and analyzing data on violence against
children in schools and ensuring that this data is used to
inform policy and program development. 

Achieving SDG 4 requires a collective and sustained
effort from all stakeholders. The insights shared by
CSOs in this report provide valuable guidance for

strengthening efforts to build and upgrade inclusive
and safe schools in Cambodia. By prioritizing

investment, strengthening implementation, enhancing
collaboration, and promoting equity and safety,

Cambodia can ensure that all learners have access to
quality education and reach their full potential. 



With support from

In Cambodia, we know that education through the
use of technology is extremely important. However,
the use of technology faces a number of challenges
that affect the students in various ways. Specifically, I
observe that many families living in remote areas
are unable to afford devices or pay for internet
access. As for women and girls, we see that they do
not receive equal opportunities in the field of
technology education and face discrimination.
Youths should participate in online learning
programs and share their skills with peers. In
addition, I think that students should strive to study
and conduct more research related to technology.

In the Cambodian context, I think increasing the use
of technology in education is the most challenging
for Cambodian students, including limited access to
devices and the internet, a lack of digital skills, and
constant distraction from social media, particularly
in rural areas. Most of the students may not have a
personal computer, tablet, or smartphone, and were
not well-trained to use digital tools, in contrast to
urban areas. Gender, location, and socioeconomic
status are also main challenges. In some
communities, girls have less access to technology
than boys due to cultural expectations that prioritize
boys’ education and assign domestic responsibilities
to girls. I suggest improving the use of technology in
education by enhancing accessibility, inclusion, and
providing free or affordable internet access and
digital devices to students in need. The learning
content should be available in local languages and
accessible for students with disabilities, while
digital capacity is needed.

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS).
The MoEYS should prioritize the implementation of the
recommendations outlined in this report, strengthen its
collaboration with CSOs and other stakeholders, and

ensure that education policies and programs are
responsive to the needs of all learners. This requires

strong leadership, effective coordination, and a
commitment to continuous improvement. 

Development partners. Development partners
should align their support with national priorities and

provide technical and financial assistance to
strengthen the education system, with a focus on

promoting equity, inclusion, and quality. This requires
a coordinated approach among development partners
and a willingness to support government leadership in

the education sector. 

Civil Society Organizations. CSOs should 
continue to play their vital role in advocacy,
monitoring, and service delivery, while also

strengthening their capacity to engage in policy
dialogue and partnership building. This requires
building strong networks, developing technical
expertise, and maintaining a constructive and
collaborative approach with the government 

and other stakeholders. 

Communities. Communities should actively
participate in school development, contribute to

creating safe and supportive learning environments,
and work together with schools and government to

ensure that all children have access to quality
education. This requires empowering communities to

take ownership of their children's education and
providing them with the resources and support they

need to contribute effectively. 

NEP Education Champion, 24-year-old male, Year 1 student, from
MundulKiri province, Indigenous group, studying Computer
Science major at Preah Sihamoniraja Buddhist University.

NEP Education Champion, 21-year-old female, Year 3 student,
studying Public Administration major at the Royal University of
Law and Economic. 

CAMBODIAN
YOUTH VOICES

The NGO Education Partnership (NEP) is a membership organisation that fosters a strong civil society network. NEP has more than 78
members and promotes active collaboration between NGOs working in education and work to represent their views and voices to
government and development partners to achieve our vision of equal and timely access to the high quality of education for all Cambodian
people. Its mandate is to provide coordination and capacity development on sub-national and local levels and representation for its
members on national platforms. NEP is a member organisation of the Asia South Pacific Association for Basic and Adult Education
(ASPBAE). 

NGO Education Partnership (NEP) Cambodia
Address: No.110, Street 12BT, Sangkat Boeung Tumpun, Khan Meanchey,  Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Tel: (855) 23 224 774 | 078 224 775  |  Email: info@nepcambodia.org  |   Website: nepcambodia.org
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CALLS FOR ACTION 
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