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Concept Note
On
Theme: Early Childhood Care and Development

Investment in early years is a smart choice which provides optimal developoment to the child
brain development, learning, health, attitude, and opportunities for lifelong success, all of which can
be achieved through multi-sectoral interventions. Today, Climate Crisis is the child rights crisis, and air
pollution has adverse impacts on health and brain development of children which requires immediate
measures and actions against this crisis urgently thourhg multi-sectoral interventions to mitigate all
possible negative effects on child development.

Reseach has shown that children develop their neuron connections rapidly druing their first
1000 days. Since conception until below three years of age is the critical time that parents need to
provide adequate nutrition for the child brain to develop well as in this stage of life the child brain
develops so quickly upto 70%. At the age of three the child brain develops upto 80% of adult brain,
and upto 90% when they are reaching the age of 5 which predicts their cognitive development and
other essential skills such as social skills, bravity, petience and communication skills which play
important role to ensure the child future success.

Nurturing Care Framework

The Nurturing Care Framework emphasizes that:

e Rationale and reasons behind for the efforts to
improve health, well-being, and human capital
need to begin in the early years, from
pregnancy to 3 years of age.

¢ Key challenges to the nurturing, education, and
development of young children

e How to protect young children from the
disastrous effects of negative factors and
promote physical, mental, social and
intellectual development

e Early childhood caregivers support mechanism
to provide early childhood support services to
achieve expected results.

Components
of nurturing
care

(o)
Ns’l/
REGIVING

S4FeTy Anp sECURT™

The National Policy on Early Childhood Care and Deveopment has a vision “All Cambodian
Children, from conception to aged under six, especially disadantaged, vulnerable and poor children,
shall be provided with care and development services, in line with the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Cambodia”. The attedntion and early interventions to early years through early childhood care and
development programme can reduce the child egocentrism such as: (1). | am the most improtant; (2).
Everything is mine, (3). Everyone around me needs to pay attention to me; (4). Don’t care and value
others; and (5). Disobidience and stubon.



1. ECCD progress

2022
- Developed
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nline Parenting
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Health and Nutrition:
Trends in the nutritional status of children
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Children aged 5 received all forms of early childhood education:

2013- 14 2014-15 2015- 16 2016- 17 2017-18 2018-19 2019- 20 2020-21 2021-22 2022- 23

ENROLMENT OF 5-YEARS -OLD IN ANY FORM

66.4
64.1 63.1 9 64.8

6 61.1 59.6
I I

9 614

mm Male mmm Female  —e—Enrolment rate of S-year-old children

key Progress in 2022:

HE. Academician Dr. Hang Choun Naron, the minister of education, Youth and Sports, and a chair
of the National Committee on Early Childhood Care and Development gave speech in the opening
of the Asia Pacific virtual conference on Early Childhood Development: Young Children in Crisis:
Addressing the Impact of Covid-19, Climate Change and Environmental Degradation

The National Action Plan on Early Childhood Develpment 2022-2026 was endorsed by the
National Commitee on Early Childhood Care and Development in June

Launched the National Action Plan on ECD 2022-26 for implementation with the participation of
leaders and technical officiers of relevant institutions, the governors of the provinces/capital city,
chairs of Provincial Consultative Commitee for Women and Children, and concerned technical
officers from all provinces/capital city

Launched the Provincial Action Plan on ECD 2023-25 of Kratie province

Officially operatated four Community-based child care centers in Kampong Speu and continue
Building five more centers in Kampong Cham province

Participated as a key speaker to share experiences in virtual workshop on Integrated Early
Childhood Development in Mongolia

Participated as a key speaker in a vidual event “The Learning Exchange Forum on Southeast Asian
Early Childhood Development Promotion (SEA-ECDP) and Workshop on Establishment of SEA-
ECDP”

Participated in the World Conference on ECCE in Uzbekistan
Participated in International Conference on ECE, Child Care and Parenting in Indonesia
Organized multisectoral study visit on ECD in Kratie province

Developed Nurturing Care Parenting package, and trained the national master trainers from
relevant ministries, and trained relevant technical officers from concerned provincial
departments in Kratie, Siem Reap, Stung Treng and Rattanakiri provinces

2. Challenges:

Enrollment of children aged 3-5 in all forms is still limited

The expansion of insfrastructure for ECE programme still does not responde to the demands
The implementation of preschool curriculum and text books is still lacking

Early Childhood Care and Development, especially in the first 1000 days to which is still not
paid much attention



The capacity of technical officers still not comply with quality early childhood education
framewok

Climate Change Crisis and air pollution which adversely impact child development have not
been strongly paid attention

3. Directions:
Vision for 2023

Promote the utilization of Nurturing Care Parenting Packaage more widely

Improve the implementation of the National Action Plan on ECCD at sub-national levels,
including the expansion of sub-national ECCD action plan development

Encourage more investment on ECD at sub-national through Integration of activties and ECD
services in Investment Programme and Development Plan at sub-national administrations

Improve all forms of early childhood education, including the capacity of service providers

Vision for 2024-2028

Continue encouraging the investments on ECD at sub-natioal through the expansion of sub-
national ECD Action Plans, and Integration of ECD in Provincial/Capital City, District, and
commune plans.

Expand ECE services in public institutions, including Nurturing Care Parenting with the linkage
to communities

Collaborate with development partners and other to develop educational materials in response
to climate crisis and air pollution which impact on child development

Strengthen ECE services, focusing on school readiness (preparedness before entering primary)

Strengthen within the Framework of National Committee on ECD for better implemenation
mechanisms



