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Kingdom of Cambodia
Nation Religion King

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport
Congress (2025)
CONCEPT PAPER
ON
Development of Youth Capital Through the Priority Activities Implementation
of the General Department of Youth

1. Introduction
Cambodia considers youth as a key resource for national social development across all sectors and for maintaining
peace, both now and in the future. In this regard, the Royal Government of Cambodia has formulated strategies
and key policies aimed at enhancing and developing the capabilities of Cambodian youth, including: (A)
Pentagonal Strategy Phase 1, focusing on five priorities: People, Roads, Water, Electricity, and Technology.
(B) National Policy on Cambodian Youth Development. (C) Cambodia’s Digital Economic and Social Policy
Framework (2021-2030), which aims to leverage digital transformation to maximize opportunities and benefits
from technological advancements. (D) Education Strategic Plan (2024-2028), aligned with the government’s
Phase 1 Pentagonal Strategy and Cambodia’s long-term vision for 2030 and 2050. (E) National Action Plan for
Cambodian Youth Development, among others.
During the first cabinet meeting of the 7th mandate on August 24, 2023, Samdech Moha Borvor Thipadei Hun
Manet, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, emphasized the following recommendations:
Improving education quality by strengthening public schools from kindergarten to secondary levels through key
initiatives:

1. Strengthening school governance.

2. Revising curricula and extracurricular activities to align with needs for knowledge, discipline, ethics,

and student behavior.
3. Prioritizing student health through child nutrition programs and food quality control in schools.
4. Encouraging parental, guardian, and community participation in education under the slogan
"Partnership Between Public and Community for Education.”

To achieve these goals, the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sport has prioritized reforms (2023-2028),
including:

1. Strengthening school governance through national and school-level reforms, especially establishing
model school standards.
Revising curricula and extracurricular activities to enhance 21st-century skills, ethics, and behavior.
Student health programs and school meal quality control.
Promoting parental and community engagement in education.
Digital education.
Establishing excellence centers in higher education institutions.
Building systems and capacity development.
Promoting physical education and sport.

2. Definition
Youth Capital refers to youth who possess intellectual, skill-based, ethical, and physical competencies.
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3. Priority Activities of the Youth Development Sub-Sector
Youth are the "next wave" that must inherit the legacy of previous generations. They require support from all
stakeholders to empower them to become resilient youth capital and pillars for national development.
The sub-sector has outlined two priorities aligned with the government’s vision and policies:
1. Empowering youth in education, employment, health, responsibility, decision-making, and
contributions to personal, family, societal, national, and global development.
2. Developing 21st-century skills to enhance youth competencies in knowledge, skills, ethics, and
physical well-being.

Cambodia Youth
and Children’s Scout Patrol

Capacity building
Council

programs



Cambodian Youth Council, Cambodian Children's Council, Scout Patrol, Activity/Education Clubs, and Capacity
Development Programs are key mechanisms for achieving the priorities of the sub-sector and supporting the
advancement of education, youth, and sports. They also implement model school standards aimed at supporting
learning and teaching in schools, particularly focusing on youth and children's education to instill good morals,
ethics, and behavior. This helps them become good children, good students, good friends, and good citizens in
society.

The Cambodian Youth Council and Cambodian Children's Council have contributed to developing 21st-century
skills, which include knowledge, life skills, vocational skills, digital skills, critical thinking, teamwork, habits,
and behaviors necessary for the success of youth in modern society. Specifically, they prepare youth for higher
education, employment, and transitioning into adulthood, enabling them to participate in and maintain the
sustainable development of the nation.

Programs to develop youth capabilities include:

National-provincial youth debates.

- 21st-century youth innovation competitions.

- Youth 21 Program.

- "3 Goods" movement: Good Child, Good Student, Good Friend.
- Community volunteer programs.

- Digital literacy initiatives.

- Entrepreneurship competitions.

- Digital literacy program

- Soft skills training.

- National Scout Music Competition

- Wilderness Scouting and Community Service Program
- National Senior Scout Camp Program

- National Scout Photo Competition

- JOTA-JOTI

- Good Citizenship Program

- Global Youth Camp Program

- International Youth Exchange Program, etc.

4. Impact on Youth

Youth development programs play a crucial role in enhancing the capabilities and guiding Cambodian youth.
Through participation as delegates and volunteers under the Department of Youth Development, Cambodian
youth gain knowledge, self-confidence, life skills, teamwork abilities, problem-solving skills, a sense of
responsibility, a spirit of contribution, and leadership qualities. These form a vital foundation for young people to
transition into real-life societal contexts and become good citizens.

Skill education and youth capacity development are priorities of the Department of Youth Development. The
department provides technical, vocational, technological, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics), and general foundational training to youth both within and outside the formal education system.
This bridges theory with practical project implementation. The youth development programs align with 21st-
century contexts, offering opportunities for youth to supplement classroom knowledge, refine their skills and
abilities through hands-on practice, and enhance productivity and resilience. These programs equip youth with
capital to pursue self-employment, work in their fields of expertise, earn income to support their livelihoods and
families, and contribute to economic and social development. Youth delegates and volunteers gain skills,
experience, and networks that benefit their future careers. Beyond this, communities have recognized various
youth-led initiatives that contribute to school and community development.

5. Challenges
- Youth programs in provinces still fail to meet local needs.
- Insufficient investment in infrastructure, resources, and service delivery for 21st-century skill development.
- Shortage of specialized human resources for youth program implementation.

6. Solutions and Future Directions
- Modernize and expand youth programs to meet local demands.
- Increase investment in infrastructure, resources, and youth center services.
- Develop specialized human resources for youth programs.
- Strengthen partnerships with ministries, institutions, and stakeholders.
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7. Conclusion

The Youth Development Sub-Sector is vital in nurturing youth to become ethical, moral, and competent citizens
as youth capital for Cambodian society. Its activities align with the government’s policies, particularly Priority 2
of the Prime Minister’s recommendations and the education reform agenda (2023-2028). By focusing on
extracurricular activities, the sub-sector strengthens students’ knowledge, discipline, ethics, and behavior,
ensuring youth contribute meaningfully to national development.



